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Camden Public School

27 April 2023
Kamay Bay National Park ‘Bound for Botany Bay’ Excursion
Dear Parents & Caregivers of all Stage 2 Children,

On Thursday 8 June 2023, Stage 2 classes will be going on an excursion to Kamay Bay National Park in La Perouse. The excursion, called ‘Bound for Botany Bay’ explores the first British landing on Australian soil, and supports what students have been learning in Terms 1 and 2 as part of their History unit, First Contacts. 

On the day, tour guides will share European and Aboriginal stories from this period on location around the bay, and in some of the original European buildings. Students will learn about the fascinating life of British convict escapee William Buckley who inspired the saying 'Buckley's chance', meaning 'no chance'. Students will learn how Buckley befriended the Aboriginal Wathaurung People from whom he learned important survival skills. They’ll discover why they came to think of him as a revered spirit within their tribe. This deep dive into the rich history of the area will have students looking at Botany Bay through a whole new lens.

PROGRAM OUTLINE
· Walk across the wooden bridge to meet at Bare Island gate

· Welcome, acknowledgement of Country and safety talk

· Introduction to the site and overview of what the excursion will entail

· Examine Aboriginal artefacts and preserved animals

· Discuss Early Explorers including Cook's arrival on the Endeavour

· Discover the First Fleet and the convict history that followed

· View and try on replica convict and naval uniforms, and lift the heavy chains that were used to restrain convicts.

· Share in stories of European colonisation and history, including the impact of diseases brought to Australia by the First Fleet

· Discuss Macquarie Watchtower, Australia's first customs building and now the oldest remaining sandstone building.

· Complete a tour of Bare Island fortification

Travel to and from school will be by seat belted coach. Students are required to be at school, under the COLA, by 8:45 am for a 9:00 departure. We will board the bus bound for home at 2:00pm, and we are planning to be back at school by normal bell time at 3:25pm.  Parents will be notified via Seesaw if the arrival time changes due to traffic etc.

The cost for the day for each child is $34.00, which includes the cost of buses and the tour.
Students are required to bring their recess, lunch, fruit, an extra snack and a large bottle of water. Students will also need to wear full sports school uniform, including good walking shoes (joggers), their school bucket hat and sunscreen.  Students are encouraged to bring a small backpack rather than their school bag with food, drinks and a disposable poncho (which we hopefully will not need). 

If you are interested in being a parent helper on the day, please contact your child’s class teacher.

We are looking forward to consolidating what we have learnt in the classroom and making memories with friends. 

Kind regards,


Kelly Colbert (excursion coordinator)


Nick de Wilde

& Stage 2 Teachers




Relieving Principal
Camden Public School

STAGE 2 Kamay Bay National Park ‘Bound for Botany Bay’ Excursion
Thursday 8 June 2023
Please return this permission slip along with payment to the front office by Thursday 1 June 2023.
I give my permission for my child ___________________________________________ of class __________

to attend Kamay Bay National Park excursion on Thursday 8 June 2023. 
❑ I understand that travel will be by seat belted coach and that my child is required to be at school at 8:45am to return to school by 3:25pm.

❑ I will ensure my child has adequate food, water and sun protection for the day.

My child has the following medical condition/s that the school should be aware of: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

My child will require the following medication to be taken on the excursion: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

 My child has asthma   -  ❑  YES      ❑ NO

❑ I enclose $34.00 for the cost of travel and entry fees.  Please indicate payment method below.

❑ Cash      ❑ Eftpos   or    ❑POP Payment – Receipt No:____________________________________________

Parents Name: ________________________________   Mobile Number: ______________________________

Signed: ____________________________________________ Date: __________________________________

              Parent/Caregiver
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